South Cotswolds MP takes Cirencester Hospital campaign directly to Health Minister
Dr Roz Savage MP has raised the future of Cirencester Hospital face to face with Karin Smyth MP, Minister of State for Health (Secondary Care), pressing for the hospital's operating theatre to be restored and for a guarantee that a "temporary" pause will not quietly become permanent.
The meeting took place in Westminster on Wednesday 9 September and follows the Westminster Hall debate on community hospitals which Dr Savage secured and led on 16 June. In that debate she set out five asks of the Government, the last of which was a direct request to sit down with the Minister to discuss Cirencester Hospital's long-term future. The Minister responding on the day undertook to pass her questions to the relevant Minister and to request that a meeting be arranged.
Planned day-case surgery at Cirencester Hospital's community theatre was paused in 2025 as part of NHS Gloucestershire's county-wide "centres of excellence" trial, with surgical activity moved to sites including Gloucester, Cheltenham, Stroud and Tewkesbury. For patients in Cirencester and the surrounding villages, that can mean a 25-mile journey on rural roads, at a time when many residents have no car and negligible public transport.
Dr Savage has repeatedly asked NHS Gloucestershire for the criteria by which the trial will be judged, and says those criteria have still not been provided. She has warned of a circular logic in which communities are told that because they have managed without a service for six months, they can manage without it indefinitely.
She launched a petition, calling on NHS Gloucestershire and the Government to guarantee the hospital's long-term future. More than 3,000 people signed it and it was handed in at Downing Street in June.
At the meeting, Dr Savage pressed the Minister on the current situation surrounding Cirencester Hospital. She also renewed her request for a fuller meeting bringing together local NHS leaders and the Community Hospitals Association, which could not attend this session as ministerial surgeries are restricted to MPs.
"I was glad to get another opportunity to make the case my constituents have been making for over a year. Thousands of new homes are being built around Cirencester and our population is ageing. It does not add up for the community to grow while the services that support it shrink. I want the theatre restored, I want the criteria for this trial published, and I want the people I represent to know that if they get ill, there is somewhere close to home they can get to."

